New perspective on 
H. H. Richardson is offered 
this month 


An intriguing look at ‘‘Richardson as a 
French Architect’’ is this month’s special 
Affiliate Lecture at the new Boston 
Design Center on April 30. 


Richardson’s genius is, of course, ap- 
parent in Massachusetts and natives of 
this quaint commonwealth may argue that 
Richardson’s genius is of Massachusetts as 
well. But the influences evident in the 
architect’s work are several (photo above, 
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rotated 90° to fit this space, is Richard- 
son’s 1883 floor plan for the All Saints 
Episcopal Cathedral project in Albany) 
and Richard Chafee will examine some in- 
teresting influences in this month’s slide- 
lecture. Chafee is an architectural 
historian with a special interest in the 
Ecole des Beaux-Arts. 


This special edition of the Affiliate Lec- 
ture series is part of the grand-opening 
celebration of the new Boston Design 
Center at 660 Summer Street (a few 
blocks past Commercial Wharf). There is 
ample free parking directly in front of the 
Center; a Massport bus also will be run- 
ning every 15 minutes from South Station 
from 5:10 p.m. on. 


The slide-lecture begins with a BDC-spon- 
sored reception at 5:30 p.m., Wednesday, 
April 30, in the Center’s first-floor 
seminar hall. The slide-lecture is free for 
BSA/MSAA members; non-members pay 
$5.00 at the door. 


Award-winning Boston firm 
hosts April discussion/tour 


Firm principals Robert C. Dean FAIA, 
Steven Foote AIA, Dell Mitchell AIA, 
Peter Ringenbach AIA, Charles Rogers 
AIA and Francis McGuire AIA will lead 
an informal tour and discussion of their 
firm in this month’s ‘‘Inside the Firms’* 
stop at Perry Dean Rogers & Partners. 


The firm’s current work (photo right: 60 
Wells Avenue, Newton; a renovation proj- 
ect), design philosophy, history, organiza- 
tional structure, hiring practices and other 
characteristics will be explained by the 
principals. 


Although there is no charge for BSA/ 
MSAA members, advance registration by 
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’phone is required. Non-members are 
welcome and pay $7.00 on arrival. All 
registrants should arrive at Perry Dean 
Rogers & Partners, 177 Milk St., Boston, 
by 5:45 p.m., Tuesday, April 15. (Street 
parking is possible; the@stop is Aquar- 
ium.) Call 617-267-5175 to reserve your 
place. 
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BSA annual awards banquet is 
April 22 in Quincy Market 


Recipients of the 1986 Boston Exports 
Awards, the 1986 Rotch Fellowship, the 
BSA Commonwealth Award and other 
design awards will be honored at the BSA 
Annual Awards Banquet for all members 
and friends on April 22. 


This unique Spring event is among the 
year’s most popular BSA gatherings; 
400-500 members fill Quincy Market’s 
Great Hall each year for the awards recep- 
tion, banquet, slide-review and elegant 
good time. 


All members will be receiving invitations. 
Others interested in joining us should call 
617-267-5175 for details. 


‘Responsible moonlighting”’ is 
focus of April workshop 


What is moonlighting? Why do architects 
moonlight? What is the employer/moon- 
lighter relationship? What level of docu- 
mentation is required? What are the 
liability issues? 


On April 9, the BSA’s New Members 
Task Force is conducting a workshop that 
will answer these and related legal, profes- 
sional and practical questions raised by 
moonlighting. 


Hill & Barlow attorney Chris Noble, 
Jung/Brannen’s Jerrell Angell AIA, TAC 
principal Perry Neubauer AIA and archi- 
tect Ralph Lowell will be among the 
panelists for this special workshop begin- 
ning at 5:30 p.m. on Wednesday, April 9, 
at the BAC, 320 Newbury Street, Boston. 
The workshop fee is $5.00 for BSA/ 
MSAA members; $15.00 for non-mem- 
bers. Use the registration form inserted in 
this issue. Questions? Call 617-267-5175. 
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Hopkinson and Tseckares 
elected to AIA College 
of Fellows 


BSA President-elect Peter Hopkinson 
(left) and BSA board member Charles 
Tseckares (right) have been elected 
Fellows of the Institute. Investiture will 
occur at the AIA Convention in San 
Antonio in June. 


Hopkinson is founding principal of 
Hopkinson Associates in Boston and 
Tseckares is a principal of CBT/Childs 
Bertman Tseckares & Casendino, also in 
Boston. 


The two BSA members, who are among 
84 American architects elected to the Col- 
lege of Fellows this year, were nominated 
by the BSA board and the 1985 BSA 
Honors & Awards Committee chaired by 
Robert Kramer FAIA. 


BSA co-sponsors preservation 
conference next month 


On Friday, May 9, people from across 
New England will gather at Boston Uni- 
versity for the Massachusetts Preservation 
Conference. The Conference is the first 
annual meeting and conference of Historic 
Massachusetts, the statewide non-profit 
organization that assists individuals, non- 
profit organizations and government en- 
tities that seek to preserve the historic, 
scenic and archaeological properties and 
areas in Massachusetts. 


The theme is ‘‘Preserving Massachusetts’ 
Neighborhoods.”’ The discussion will 
focus on current strategies used to protect 
the setting, scale and character of the 
Commonwealth’s villages and neighbor- 
hoods. Panelists include: John Bullard, 
Mayor of New Bedford; Byron Rushing, 
State Representative, Boston; Charles 
Smith, Mayor of Pittsfield; and Robert 
Yaro, Associate Professor, University of 
Massachusetts, Department of Landscape 
Architecture and Regional Planning. 


Nellie Longsworth, President of Preserva- 
tion Action, the national citizens’ lobby 
for historic preservation, will deliver the 
keynote address. Afternoon workshops 
will focus on investing in downtown areas, 
preserving urban neighborhoods, preserv- 
ing rural neighborhoods, using consul- 
tants, involving historical organizations in 
preservation, working within local govern- 
ment, and the fate of preservation 
programs. 
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Conference co-sponsors include the BSA, 
the American Planning Association 
(Massachusetts Chapter), the Massachu- 
setts Historical Commission, the Massa- 
chusetts Association for Olmstead Parks, 
Historic Boston and the National Trust 
for Historic Preservation. 


For details, call or write Alan G. 
Schwartz, Executive Director, Historic 
Massachusetts, Suite 330, 80 Boylston 
Street, Boston 02116; 617-350-7032. 


Building safety is issue in 
BSA/AGC/City seminar 


Charles Tseckares FAIA will join other 
industry professionals and city officials 
for a panel discussion of building safety 
issues in an April seminar in City Hall. 


Co-sponsored by the BSA, AGC, SFPE 
and the City of Boston Inspectional Ser- 
vices Department, this panel discussion is 
part of the City’s observance of National 
Building Safety Week and an effort to 
bring new perspectives on building safety 
to the profession and the public. 


Architects, engineers, contractors, fire 
department officials and other profes- 
sionals will lead the panel discussions, 
which run from 8:15 to noon, Thursday, 
April 17, in the Piemonte Room in the 
Boston City Council Chambers in City 
Hall. 


All members are welcome; there is no 
charge. 


Architects offer career tips to 
students in BSA workshop 


On Saturday, April 12, in Piper 
Auditorium at Harvard GSD, the BSA 
Membership Committee (chaired by Pam 
Woodworth AIA) is sponsoring an 8:30 
a.m.-1:30 p.m. jobs advisory seminar for 
students at GSD, MIT, BAC and 
Wentworth. 


Representatives of small and large archi- 
tectural firms in Massachusetts, the coun- 
try’s hottest market at the moment, will 
offer architecture students tips on what 
architectural firms are looking for in re- 
cent graduates and what students should 
be looking for in a new job. 


The architect-panelists also will provide 
one-on-one portfolio critiques to attendees 
as part of this session. 


Workshop fees are $5.00 for BSA mem- 
bers and students and $10.00 for others. 
For more information, call Richard Fitz- 
gerald at 617-267-5175. 


Whom do you recommend? 


The BSA frequently is asked to recom- 
mend model-makers, video producers, 
graphic designers, photographers, perspec- 
tivists and other professionals retained or 
otherwise engaged by architects. 


If you are a BSA member and can recom- 
mend an allied professional, please send 
the name and telephone number or 
address to the BSA so we can share the 
news. We recommend only those profes- 
sionals who have worked with and are 
recommended by BSA members. 


This month... 


Special April 1 features in the 
ChapterLetter this month include: 


* “Is Architecture Really 
Necessary?’’ (report on the Cindy 
Lauper/Larry Bird debate; see p. 
33) 


“Insurance Industry Offers 80% 
Rebate to Designers’’ (see p. 6A) 


“*37 Firms Return Prestigious 
Design Awards Saying They Didn’t 
Deserve Them”? (see p. 22) 


‘Designers’ Fees Go Through the 
Roof: Some Architects Now Earn- 
ing As Much As Double the Mini- 
mum Wage”’ (see p. 15) 


“*Readers Claim Media Hard to 
Believe’’ (see p. 2, lower right 
corner). 


Women in Architecture Exhibit 


The BSA Women in Architecture Exhibit 
is at the BAC this month until April 25. 
The exhibit, showcasing work by dozens 
of Boston-area women, then moves 
downtown as a featured event at the April 
30 grand opening of the Boston Design 
Center, 660 Summer Street. 


$10,000 ‘‘Los Angeles Prize’ 
will honor visionary work 


The Los Angeles Chapter of the AIA has 
conceived a world-wide competition and 
exhibition to acknowledge excellence in 
architectural innovation. 


The 1986 competition, which includes a 
$10,000 prize, will address the future of 
the human habitat, terrestrial and extra- 
terrestrial, and new materials and systems 
as well as new uses for existing materials 
and systems. 


All architects and related design and 
science professionals and students are 
eligible. Submitted work, in slide form, 
will be reviewed by a distinguished inter- 
national jury including architects Arthur 
Erickson FAIA and Richard Meier FAIA 
and writer Ray Bradbury. 


An entry fee of $30 must be received by 
July 15, 1986, at the Los Angeles 
Chapter/American Institute of Architects, 
Suite M-72, 8687 Melrose Ave., Los 
Angeles, CA 90069. Upon receipt of the 
entry fee, each entrant will receive a 
brochure describing the submission re- 
quirements. Judging will take place in 
October 1986. For more information, call 
213-659-2282. 


Interior designers bring the 
BDC to life on April 30 


Reserve April 30, May 1 and May 2 for 
a major-league Boston event. 


On those dates, the work of Boston 
developer/dreamer Richard Flier, Texas 
developer Tramell Crow, the Economic 
Development and Industrial Commis- 
sion, Boston Design Center General 
Manager Laura Crosby, architects Earl 
R. Flansburgh + Associates and The 
Stubbins Associates and the extraor- 
dinary Boston interior design commu- 
nity comes to public life with the grand 
opening of the Boston Design Center 
(rendering above by Earl R. Flansburgh 
+ Associates). 


The three-day extravaganza, designed to 
introduce New England professionals to 
this 550,000-square-foot showplace for 
the design and contract furnishings 
industry, will include a variety of special 
events sponsored by the BSA, IBD, 
ASID, SMPS, IFMA and other acron- 
yms. And the raison d’etre of the 
Center — scores of superb office and 
contract furnishings showrooms — will 
be hosting receptions and other events 
for industry professionals. 


For information on BSA events at the 
Center, call 617-267-5175. For informa- 
tion on other events and on the Center 
itself, call 617-338-5062. 


DCPO offers new incentives to superior designers 


The Division of Capital Planning and 
Operations (DCPO) has established a pro- 
gram initiative intended to shorten the 
normally required schedule to prepare 
construction contract documents. DCPO’s 
Incentive Bonus Program allows for the 
design and design-review of projects to 
occur on nearly concurrent schedules. 


This process virtually eliminates lengthy 
design-review periods between the submis- 
sion and approval of schematic, prelimi- 
nary, and working design documents. The 
Incentive Bonus Program also allows for 
monetary bonuses to the designer, provid- 
ed that the designer completes the con- 
struction contract documents within a 
strict time schedule and that the project is 
bid within DCPO’s established budget. 


No bonus is awarded to the designer if the 
design completion schedule is not met. 


During the design period of an Incentive 
Bonus Program project, DCPO will assign 
a Project Coordinator and generally will 
use the workshop technique for reviews. 
In addition to usual DCPO requirements, 
the designer will provide continuous 
design contract management, updated 
copies of all documents on at least a 
weekly schedule, and conference space for 
all participants. While striving to achieve 
shortened design completion schedules 
and control of project costs, DCPO insists 
on high-quality construction contract 
documents. 


For more information, call Tom Nally at 
DCPO (617-727-4050). 


BDC Events Schedule 
April 30 
© SMPS meeting (3 p.m.) 


* BSA Affiliate Lecture: ‘‘H. H. 
Richardson as a French Architect’’ 
(5:30 p.m.; see p. 1) 


¢ BSA exhibit of work by Women in 
Architecture (6-8 p.m. opening) 


© BDC reception and ribbon-cutting (6 
p.m.) 


* Showroom receptions (7:30-10 p.m.) 


May 1 

*® BDC box lunch (noon) 

*® Showroom events (1:30-6 p.m.) 
NHEFL meeting (5 p.m.) 
IBD program (6:15 p.m.) 
BDC Reception (7:30 p.m.) 


May 2 
 IFMA breakfast program (8 a.m.) 


* Lecture for design students (1:30 
p.m.) 


¢ ASID/ACS ‘‘Celebrations ’86’’ (8:30 
p-m.; also runs daily through 5/18) 


and, after the Grand Opening. . . 


May 14-15 


© Charrette’s ‘‘Living Catalog Show- 
room’’ (a special Charrette products 
exhibit) 


May 16 


¢ IBD’s First Annual Chair Race (4:30 
p-m.; 617-423-3180 for info) 


Wanted: architect for 
design-review 


The Bay Village Historical Commission is 
a community design-review group to 
which the BSA’s Committee on Profes- 
sional Appointments (COPA) is to ap- 
point an architect. Would you like to be 
considered? If you are a Boston resident, 
call COPA chairman Ken DeMay FAIA at 
617-926-3300. Now. 


DeMay’s committee is responsible for 
scores of appointments annually to state, 
municipal and community boards, com- 
missions, agencies and other design-review 
bodies. If you are an architect in Massa- 
chusetts and are interested in serving in a 
design-review capacity at any level, send 
your resume or a note to DeMay at Sasaki 
Associates, 64 Pleasant St., Watertown, 
MA 02172. 


Designer-selection guidelines, 
fee-bidding and MSAA’s role 


The Commonwealth’s Designer-Selection 
Board (DSB) has modified the State’s 
designer-selection guidelines applicable to 
all cities and towns in Massachusetts. 


The four basic guidelines — the advertis- 
ing requirement, the uniform application- 
evaluation process, the lump-sum fee re- 
quirement, the publication of the reason 
for each selection — remain at the core of 
the guidelines. 


Among the modifications, some required 
by recent amendments to public construc- 
tion laws, are these: 


— Cities and towns now may use the 
State’s abbreviated procedure when an 
emergency exists. 


— Selected firms must be legal entities. 


— Required liability insurance coverage is 
$1 million or 10% of estimated con- 
struction costs, whichever is lower. 


— All selection meetings are to be open to 
the public. 


MSAA Role 

The MSAA, the state chapter of the AIA, 
monitors city and town designer-selection 
processes and works with DSB and other 
state agencies to encourage architectural 
firms to apply for public work and to en- 
courage municipal selection of designers 
on the basis of qualifications. 


Occasionally, for example, a city or town 
may publish an RFP that requires a fee 
bid. When the MSAA is aware of such an 
RFP (members regularly call MSAA about 
such RFPs), the MSAA office urges the 
municipality to eliminate the bid require- 
ment. The MSAA request is almost 
always honored and municipal officials 
generally welcome MSAA assistance. 


For more information, or to advise the 
MSAA of RFPs containing fee-bid re- 
quirements, call Richard Fitzgerald at 
617-267-5175. 


Does ‘‘quality’’ come in 
varying degrees? 


Queries from a reader attempting to learn 
English. (1) Why do so many architects 
(and other people) use the word ‘‘quality’’ 
as if it meant ‘‘high quality’’? Isn’t all 
design ‘‘quality design’’ — high or low or 
indecipherable? (2) Is Smith Jones Brown 
& Associates a singular, collective noun? 
If so — if firm names are collective nouns 
— why do so many use plural verbs (as in 
“Smith Jones Brown & Associates are’’ 
instead of ‘‘is’’)? No doubt both is/are 
quality grammar. Your opinion? 
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Architects and allied 
professionals give $250,000+ 


As the first phase of the Boston Founda- 
tion for Architecture fund-raising cam- 
paign nears completion, support from 
Boston-area firms continues to grow. 
Gifts and pledges of over $250,000 now 
have been received from: 


A. Anthony Tappé and Associates 
ADD Inc. 

Architectural Resources Cambridge 
Boston Architectural Center (BAC) 
Philip W. Bourne FAIA 
Cambridge Seven Associates 
Charrette Corporation 

Cole & Goyette 

Crissman & Solomon 

Robert W. Doran 

Earl R. Flansburgh + Associates 
Peter Forbes and Associates 
Goody, Clancy & Associates 
Graham/Meus Inc. 


Legislative update 


This update is provided regularly by BSA 
Legislative Affairs Committee co-chair- 
men Stanley Martin, Esq. and David 
Smith, Esq. For each bill, the sponsor is 
listed along with a brief description of the 
proposed change or addition. Also listed 
is the BSA committee or individual mem- 
ber to whom the bill has been referred for 
action. Questions or comments also may 
be directed to Martin (617-357-8700) or 
Smith (617-890-3737). 


Malpractice Claims (H353; Rep. Murray) 
This bill provides for a malpractice 
tribunal to determine, at the election of 
the professional, whether a substantive 
claim of malpractice exists. Two bills 
similar to H353 did not survive in either 
the Senate or House last year. (Profes- 
sional Practice Committee) 


Asbestos Removal (S394; Sens. Costello, 
Amick and Hildt) This bill would establish 
a Board of Registration of Asbestos 
Remover Technicians, which would in 
turn establish licensing and registration 
provisions for such persons. (Professional 
Practice Committee) 


Prompt Payment from Commonwealth 
(H1183; Rep. Doran) This bill would spur 
prompt payment by the Commonwealth 
to contractors by allowing the contractor 
to recover fees and expenses incurred in 
successfully pursuing payment. Note that 
this bill as drafted does nor include con- 
tracts with architects and engineers. 


(To register your position on any pro- 
posed legislation, call or write the spon- 
soring legislator and your own represen- 
tative/senator now. One call or one letter 
can make a difference.) 


Graham Gund Associates 
John Harkness FAIA and 
Sarah Harkness FAIA 
HMFH 
Peter Hopkinson Associates 
Jung/Brannen Associates 
Kallman McKinnell & Wood 
James Lawrence, Jr. FAIA 
George B. H. Macomber Company 
Elizabeth Padjen AIA 
Payette Associates 
Tony Platt AIA and 
Nancy Goodwin AIA 
Sasaki Associates 
Shepley Bulfinch Richardson & Abbott 
SBA/Steffian Bradley & Associates 
Stubbins Associates 
Benjamin Thompson & Associates 
Whiteacre Realty Trust 


For more information on the Foundation 
or to determine how to support it, call 
Graham Gund FAIA at 617-577-9600 or 
Richard Fitzgerald at 617-267-9393. 


Are you reading someone 
else’s ChapterLetter? 


If you are borrowing this newsletter from 
a friend or colleague, you may be inter- 
ested in knowing that you too may join 
the BSA and share the cost of producing 
this one-of-a-kind collection of news and 
assorted nuggets. Non-architects as well as 
architects are invited to join. Call 
617-267-5175 for info. Now read on. 


The ChapterLetter 


The BSA ChapterLetter is published on 
the first of each month (except in August) 
by the Boston Society of Architects, 305 
Newbury St., Boston MA 02115 
(617-267-5175). The ChapterLetter is a 
service to BSA members, members of the 
Massachusetts State Association of Archi- 
tects and the public. The BSA is a non- 
profit, membership service organization 
and has been an advocate of architectural 
excellence and public awareness of archi- 
tecture since 1867. 


Letters to the editor, suggestions, criti- 
cism, encouragement, wit and other com- 
ments are welcome. Typed material in- 
tended for publication must reach the 
BSA by the 12th of the month prior to 
publication; appropriate submissions will 
be edited and published as space permits. 


© 1986 Boston Society of Architects 
President James H. Crissman FAIA 
Vice-President Peter Hopkinson FAIA 
Treasurer Kenneth DeMay FAIA 
Secretary Elizabeth Ericson AIA 


Editor/Executive Director 
Richard Fitzgerald 


Does your computer 
have a name? 


(This periodic column is prepared by the 
BSA Computers in Architecture Commit- 
tee to keep architects one step ahead of 
computer depression.) 


Item. ‘‘From the March ChapterLetter 
and Architectural Technology, one gets 
the impression that the only way to CAD 
is via the IBM PC and the like. For those 
who would like to have a 48x48 drawing 
board on 18x36 of desk space, including 
printer, with built-in Zipatone, Letraset, 
automatic dimensioning, no pencil sharp- 
eners, etc., that can draw about anything 
you can draw, you might look into Mac- 
Draft with the Macintosh. $3,500 will 
about do it. You can get MasterSpec on 
disks for it, too.”’ (from Robert Sturgis 
FAIA, Boston) 

* 


Item. Jung/Brannen Research & Develop- 
ment Group has released ARCHIBUS, the 
first integrated CAD and Office Automa- 
tion software written for architects. 
Demonstrations of the software and three- 
volume documentation set can be viewed 
at Boston CAD/D, 617-367-6164. 


* 
Item. Monthly working sessions on CAD 
and automation . . . Development of a 


computer reference manual . . . Prepara- 
tion of the second BSA members’ com- 
puter survey . . . Designing a two-day 
computer workshop series for Build 
Boston ’86 . . . Using our collection of 
CAD drawings by BSA members . . . If 
any of these items is of interest to you, 
join the Computers in Architecture Com- 
mittee for a free lunch at the BSA at 
noon on April 10. Call 267-5175 to reserve 
your lunch. 

— Mark Kalin AIA 


[Ed. note: If, indeed, you’ve given your 
computer a name, let us know. We'll 
print a roster. Maybe there will be a prize 
for the best name. Maybe not.] 


New ‘‘museum’’ focuses 
on design disciplines 


Plans have been announced to establish in 
Boston the first non-federal, independent 
museum in the United States exclusively 
for the design arts. Reportedly chartered 
as a not-for-profit, educational organiza- 
tion in December 1985, the Museum for 
Design encompasses work in architecture, 
fashion design, graphic design, industrial 
design, interior design, landscape design 
and urban design. The Museum’s first 
several shows will be held in key buildings 
and public sites selected to ensure maxi- 


mum exposure and to enhance the work 
on display. 


“The Museum for Design differs from 
any other museum in both content and 
approach. The Museum will be a ‘museum 
without walls,’ submitting objects of 
design for public consideration in settings 
which neither confer the critical immunity 
of the ordinary museum environment, nor 
reduce [objects] to mere articles of 
trade,”’ states James Donnelly, Founding 
Director of the Museum. ‘‘The Common- 
wealth is a prime location for such a 
museum . . . Massachusetts is [itself] a 
design museum without walls . . .”’ 


“Other museums assign the design arts a 
secondary place in contemporary culture, 
presenting aspects of design on an occa- 
sional or retrospective basis only. Our 
goal is to acquaint as wide an audience as 
possible with the practice and potential of 
design and by so doing to bring design to 
the forefront of the public imagination,”’ 
says Donnelly. ‘‘The primary function of 
the Museum for Design will be the exhibi- 
tion, interpretation, and documentation of 
the most innovative and meritorious work 
being done in these fields today.’’ 


[Ed. note: This information is based on a 
press release received at press time. More 
detail will follow in future issues. In the 
meantime, the number given for the 
Museum is 617-367-1859.] 


A design problem: articulating 
alternatives to military 
expenditures 


The symbol above is the logo for the 
BSA’s Architects for Social Responsibility 
(ASR) Task Force. For more information 
on this symbol or the ASR Task Force, 
call Associate Member Klaus Muller at 
617-868-4200. 


The physicians have explained the disas- 
trous effects of nuclear war on the human 
body. The scientists have described 
“‘nuclear winter’’ in real, expert terms 
that spell extinction for much of Earth in 
the event of even limited nuclear war. 
What can we as architects possibly add to 
this overwhelming story? 


In 1984, 55% of federal tax dollars col- 
lected were allocated for military pro- 
grams. For those of us in Massachusetts, 
the contribution was approximately $5 
billion — $877 for each man, woman and 


child in the Commonwealth. In return, ac- 
cording to Jobs for Peace, defense con- 
tracting employed nearly 8% of our 
residents. However: 


© The same $107 million that could 
develop one MX missile in 1984 
would have built 2,140 new housing 
units. 


© For the price of one DIVAD air- 
defense gun, Jobs for Peace notes, 
one year of daycare could have been 
provided for 1,800 children. 


© The sacrifice of one F-111 plane and 
one XM-1 tank would have provided 
sufficient funds to renovate 12 sub- 
way stations. 


The same contracting dollars applied to 
construction instead of military projects 
would have yielded 22% more jobs: 


© $1 billion spent in 1985 was pro- 
jected to provide 45,200 direct and 
related jobs in military hardware, or 


© $1 billion spent would have provided 
55,200 jobs in housing construction 
— over 30,000 of those direct 
employment. 


Architects are the professional experts in 
this domain. Perhaps we have the most 
important message to bring, one full of 
opportunity, an alternative to the current 
system: 


An economy based on providing af- 
fordable housing, renovating city 
infrastructures, organizing transporta- 
tion networks, constructing communi- 
cation systems, and supporting educa- 
tional facilities, will provide more 
Jobs, at less cost, across a broader 
population than will the military- 
industrial complex, all while working 
for the benefit of society instead of 
its destruction. 


A radical redirection of national priorities 
is necessary for this message to be heard. 
Architects are the plausible spokespeople 
to lead that revolution. Their informed, 
experienced and well-presented testimony 
is vital for the creation of such a shift. 
Architects — well-educated men and 
women trained in client relations, who 
have an incredible capacity, unsurpassed 
in any field, for difficult and demanding 
work — have the skills to woo a skittish 
public. Then, perhaps, given a citizenry 
no longer threatened by the spectre of a 
dying defense industry and mindful of 
even more jobs to be created, the support 
would emerge. 


So. What can we do to communicate that 
message? Please write. 


— Barbara Thornton 
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Sapers offers general theory of liability 


(The following is excerpted from a 
February 1986 BSA presentation by 
Boston attorney Carl Sapers.) 


I want to describe for you a general 
theory of architects’ liability and, for 
those of you who accept the general 
theory, a strategy for defending against 
claims. My words come at a time when 
the future of the independent, profes- 
sional practice of architecture is under an 
ominous cloud. Indeed, there is one 
school that holds that the currency of the 
design/build method of project delivery is 
less a product of the determination of 
contractors to dominate the construction 
process than the determination of archi- 
tects to escape from the harsh realities of 
liability. 


Liability coverage costs double or treble 
what it cost two years ago. Reinsurers are 
harder to find than lovable lawyers. And 
lawyers manage to turn even the simplest 
dispute into major tournaments burning 
up deductibles in the blinking of an eye. 
Multi-party litigation, with expensive and 
extensive pretrial discovery, has become so 
costly that most defendants caught in its 
jaws abandon all hope — even if they 
ultimately win, they lose. 


Some suggest application to the Legisla- 
ture for relief. Doctors, suffering an 
equivalent problem, generally have failed 
in obtaining protective legislation, not- 
withstanding that they are a much more 
potent force in the community than archi- 
tects. Some suggest that we establish our 
own liability insurance company, but this 
nostrum wrongly implies that the cost of 
insurance is a result of bungling by exist- 
ing insurance carriers, when the truth is 
that insurance costs have risen with in- 
creased exposure to liability. Some suggest 
that owners who engage architects should 
agree by contract to indemnify architects 
from liability or, at worse, limit their own 
recovery against their architects to the fee 
paid or another stated dollar sum. As 
long as there are more architects than 
architectural commissions, seeking such 
contractual clauses is tilting at windmills. 


Owners suing architects 
Currently, some 60% of all claims are 
brought by owners directly against their 
architects, and it is the first part of my 
general theory that it inheres in the pro- 
fessional’s relationship to his client that he 
cannot insulate himself from such claims. 
As my architect, you have a fiduciary 
duty to me to render decisions on my 
behalf, free of negligence. If you fail in 
that duty, you must be prepared to re- 
spond in damages. Precisely because you 
are a professional furnishing services that 
require the broad exercise of discretion, 
the law does not hold you to a more 
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exacting standard — that you always be 
right — but only that you faithfully per- 
form without negligence. 


It is entirely inconsistent with that 
fiduciary role for the owner to be without 
redress if the architect performs faith- 
lessly. But to say that 60% of the claims 
are inescapable is not to say that they 
need enrich the legal fraternity. Here, 
arbitration, mediation, and other inexpen- 
sive forms of alternate dispute remedies 
must be employed to avoid wasteful ex- 
pense. In fact, I believe that a dispute be- 
tween client and professional should never 
reach a public courtroom litigation. 


By alternate dispute remedies, I do not 
necessarily mean the American Arbitration 
Association (AAA) system commonly 
used. In many parts of the country, that 
system offers a pale imitation of litiga- 
tion, particularly when the Association 
and the local law permit extensive dis- 
covery. It is also true that, in some parts 
of the country, the panel from which the 
AAA chooses its arbitrators comprises 
largely superannuated lawyers, architects 
and contractors who are delighted to 
make extra income by proceeding in a 
dilatory fashion with the dispute at hand. 
There are clearly ways of streamlining the 
process so as to make it less expensive, 
productive of a fairer and a more consis- 
tent result, and less disruptive of the pro- 
fessional relationship between you and 
your client. 


I urge that the Massachusetts State 
Association of Architects and the Boston 
Society of Architects focus on alternate 
dispute remedies as a priority undertaking. 
(The ability of two parties to a contract to 
fashion their own form of dispute remedy 
is now beyond doubt .. The thrust of 
the recent legal development in this area is 
that the Federal courts will respect and 
enforce specific agreements between two 
parties as to how they plan to settle future 
disputes. The historic resistance of many 
courts to arbitration can no longer impair 
contractual understandings.) 


I have been concerned with a new subset 
of owner claims against architects in an 
area that seems to be developing at a pro- 
digious rate. These are claims brought by 
an owner’s property damage insurer under 
its subrogated right set forth in its in- 
surance policy with an owner. The current 
AIA standard form includes a waiver of 
subrogation during the construction 
phase. These suits, typically modest in the 
amount of the claim but expensive to de- 
fend, arise after the construction phase is 
concluded. Two years after substantial 
completion, a pipe bursts (I have four of 
these in the office now). The owner is 
paid by the property damage insurer and 
the property damage insurer seeks recov- 


ery from others: the mark is, regrettably, 
the owner’s architect. A very modest 
amendment to the standard form that 
provides for a permanent waiver of sub- 
rogation between owner and the architect 
would seem to deal with this problem 
effectively. 


Fastest-growing claims 
The second part of my general theory 
concerns approximately 25% of the claims 
against architects — and clearly the most 
expensive and fastest-growing part. These 
are claims by contractors, subcontractors, 
workmen on the project and bonding 
companies. These are the most expensive 
claims because they invariably arise in 
multi-party litigation. They can be 
avoided entirely if the owner, in his/her 
general contact, insist that such potential 
claims be forbidden. 


Unlike efforts to restrict the owner’s right 
to recover against his professional archi- 
tect, which I consider inconsistent with 
your professional undertaking, restricting 
claims by the contractor against the archi- 
tect is wholly consonant with your fidu- 
ciary relationship. You cannot be expected 
to advance and defend your client’s in- 
terest in relationship to the contractor if 
you are forced to protect yourself against 
the potential claims by the contractor aris- 
ing specifically from the ardor with which 
you protected your client. I believe that 
owners can be persuaded to accept this 
proposition and to insert in the contracts 
with contractors covenants not to sue the 
architect. (Incidentally, with such cove- 
nants you are never exposed to courtroom 
litigation as the forum for resolving con- 
struction industry disputes. Your only 
potential disputes are with your client and 
those will be settled privately in alternate 
dispute remedy settings outside the court- 
room.) 


Finally, about 15% of all claims come 
from strangers who are injured from some 
alleged negligence in your design. As to 
such claims, there are, of course, no con- 
tracts that could mediate the problem. If 
your negligence helped cause the injury, 
you must respond in damages to the 
claim. Here, however, there is some relief 
in statutes of limitation and repose. For 
example, in Massachusetts, six years after 
substantial completion, no such claim may 
be brought and, in any case, the claim 
must be made three years after the injury. 


In this area, we should study the possibil- 
ity of focused insurance coverage, spec- 
ifically for these kinds of claims, which 
coverage, I believe, can be purchased at a 
modest fee. 


— Carl M. Sapers, Esq. 
Hill & Barlow 


Did last month March on without you? 


Bill LeMessurier, P.E., has been elected 
to honorary membership in the BSA and 
that event was celebrated last month at a 
reception at the top of the Federal 
Reserve Bank (see photos). 


That party was one of many March 
highlights that also included: 


* a discussion and tour of Ann Beha 
Associates’ offices and current work 
(part of the monthly ‘Inside the Firms’ 
series); 


© a fruitful members’ meeting at the BSA 
with Boston Inspectional Services assis- 
tant commissioner Ken Lucas, who 
focused on proposed revisions of the 
permit process; 


* the second monthly sole practitioners’ 
luncheon group; 


© Charlotte Kahn’s slide-lecture on open 
space issues in Boston; 


© a members’ breakfast at the BSA with 
Rep. Tom White (D-Worcester), an 
informal discussion of legislative con- 
cerns; and, 


© a members’ session with tax attorney 
Christine Armstrong with tips on sur- 
viving the IRS. 


Check this issue of the ChapterLetter to 


make sure you don’t miss any of this 
month’s parties. 
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BSA members and friends en charrette at the reception for Bill LeMessurier. 


Attorney Bill Truslow, Peter Chermayeff FAIA, Ginny Payette and BSA President Jim 


Crissman FAIA in conference. 


Dorothy and Bill LeMessurier discuss the BSA’s perspicacity. 
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Bill LeMessurier, Hon. 


Hill & Barlow 
on Bill LeMessurier’s checkered past. 


at 


’s own Bill Truslow muses 


Peter Chermayeff FAIA described his 
long relationship with Bill LeMessurier. 


BSA President Jim Crissman FAIA 
hosted the event. 


Tesserae 


President Reagan, Tip O’Neill and Strom 
Thurmond reportedly managed to create a 
new National Council on Public Works 
Improvement without naming an archi- 
tect, planner or engineer to the Council. 

* 


Not all insurance news is bad. The AIA 
Group Plan for Firms gleefully is enjoying 
a 5-15% rate decrease in its medical/ 
dental category. Intrigued? Call Sue 
Esquibel or Priscilla Kastner at 
800-854-0491. 

* 


The Mass. DPW would like to sell/give 
you a bridge. (This bridge is not part of 
the dental plan noted above.) Preservation 
News reports that the DPW would like 
someone to care for the Chapman Street 
bridge, ‘‘an 1888 wrought-iron, riveted 
Warren deck truss, single-span bridge.’’ 
It’s in Canton. Want it? Write Anne 
Booth, MDPW Historic Preservation 
Consultant, 10 Park Plaza, Room 4260, 
Boston 02116. 

* 


As the BSA prepares its new survey of 
architects’ salaries in Massachusetts, it’s 
worth noting that several compensation- 
and fee-related national studies are now 
available. ‘Compensation Management: 
A Guideline for Small Firms’’ and ‘‘Com- 
pensation Guidelines for Architectural and 
Engineering Services’’ are two useful AIA 
publications that were published three or 
four years ago. Reference copies are avail- 
able in the BSA/MSAA office. Copies 
also may be ordered directly from the 
AIA in D.C. In the past year, PSMJ also 
has published some useful survey reports 
— ‘Design Services Fee Structure 
Survey,’’ ‘‘Executive Management Salary 
Survey”’ and ‘‘Financial Statistics Survey”’ 
— which can be ordered through The 
Bookshop (617-267-5175). 

* 


The national student affiliate of the AIA 
will sponsor a student/practitioner design 
charrette as part of the AIA Convention 
in San Antonio in June. The charrette will 
pair superior student designers with the 
best professionals. If you’d like to par- 
ticipate (as a professional or a student), 
call Carl Costello at 202-626-7472. (In- 
cidentally, the AIA theme for this conven- 
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THE AMERICAN ARCHITECT 


tion is ‘‘The American Architect: Making 
Practice Perfect, Taking Responsibility, 
Confronting Risk, Crossing New Fron- 
tiers, Designing Excellence.’’) 
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How are your feet? your heart? your 
voice? your love of Boston architecture? 
your sense of wonder? your wit? your 
Spring enthusiasm? Good. Call Boston By 
Foot, 617-367-2345, and demand a spot 
on BBF’s roster of volunteer architectural 
walking tour guides. It’s good times, good 
group, good for architects, good for you. 
* 


Can you advertise your AIA affiliation? 
In addition to using the ‘‘AIA”’ initials 
after your name if you are a licensed 
architect and a member, you can now use 
“AIA” in your firm’s name providing 
that ‘‘the majority of financial ownership 
is held by registered architects and all the 
registered architect principals are AIA 
members.”’ Unclear? Call Louise 
Venturino, 202-626-7534. 

* 


BUILD BOSTON '86 
The BSA Convention 
November 19-20, 1986 


World Trade Center/Boston 
Plan for it now. 
Incroyable. 


* 


Sketches. Robert Greenstreet offers a 
useful review of legal liability in P/A 
(3/86) . . . Who makes architects’ 
stamps/seals? . . . Send your firm 
brochure to the BSA for the architectural 
firms client reference file . . . The USSR 
reportedly celebrated International 
Women’s Day last month with a national- 
ly televised housecleaning contest titled 
“Let’s Go, Girls.’’ (Czarina for a Day?) 
. . . The Connecticut Chapter of the AIA 
reports that it has elected its first woman 
president . . . ‘‘Yassar Arafat: Peace- 
broker’’ is the title of a recent lecture in 
Boston. Next month: ‘‘Ferdy Marcos: 
Wardheeler.”’ . . . A N.Y. firm in the 
‘‘competitive intelligence’’ business recent- 
ly advertised for someone with “‘riting 
skills’’ (apparently the firm already has 
plenty of people who can spel) . . . The 
National Preservation Loan Fund has 
given $100,000 to the Fields Corner CDC 
to rehab the Municipal Building . . . 
UCLA professor William Mitchell has 
been named to GSD’s faculty . . . 
Imelda, without ever needing to walk 
anywhere, amassed 3,000 pairs of shoes. 
That’s no mean feat. 

* 


Architects, building owners and others 
will be honored at the ‘*Best Accessible 
Boston ’86’’ design awards ceremony on 
April 18 at the Boston Design Center. The 
awards program is administered by the 
Adaptive Environments Center in Boston 
to encourage and acknowledge excellence 
in accessibility design. For details: 
617-739-0088. 


Boston Public Facilities Department 
(PFD) director Lisa Chapnick (above) 
briefed designers last month on Mayor 
Flynn’s five-year $650-million Capital 
Improvements Plan, which will generate 
$100 million in projects in the first year 
alone. Of the funds allocated, PFD will 
administer $450 million and the balance 
will be administered by the BRA and the 
DPW. For proposal info, call 
617-725-3401. 

* 


A study by the M.I.T. Center for Real 
Estate Development concludes that today’s 
office building boom will continue even if 
tax laws affecting real estate are changed 
drastically. Financial deregulation and 
changes in pension fund diversification 
rules that have facilitated the flows of 
both debt and equity capital into real 
estate, the Center says, have been more 
significant than tax considerations. Is that 
clear? For details: 617-253-4373. 

* 


Architectural treasures from Boston’s own 
Art Deco Hotel Madison are for sale 
through the Boston Preservation Alliance. 
If you need a bronze grand staircase, a 
few elevator doors or other hard-to-find 
necessities, call Antonia Pollak at 
617-367-2458 for an appointment. 

* 


The New England Chapter of the Institute 
of Business Designers (IBD) has announc- 
ed that its first annual Chair Race, spon- 
sored by the Boston Design Center, is 
scheduled for May 16, 1986. The event 
will be held at the Design Center, 660 
Summer Street, Boston. Races, which will 
begin promptly at 4:30 p.m., include the 
Obstacle Course Race, Trivia Pursuit 
Race, and the Banana Split Race. A 
parade of Chairs will also be held. The 
charge for entering a chair in the race is 
$25; spectator costs are $5 for IBD mem- 
bers, $10 for non-IBD members. Advance 
registration is necessary. Funds raised by 
the New England IBD Chair Race will be 
donated to D.I.F.F.A., the Design and In- 
terior Furnishings Foundation for AIDS. 
For information, call 617-423-1154. 


Flowers & weeds 


“Art is a downward path to nothing 
unless you’ve got a bit of business 
acumen.”’ — Boston artist John Stobart 
in The Boston Globe (1/20/86) 


‘Never trust an architect or a developer 
to protect the public interest.’” — Ed 
Logue, Hon. AIA, in a BSA lecture 
(1/15/86) 


“In the famous and important Greek city 
of Ephesus there is said to be an ancient 
ancestral law, the terms of which are 
severe, but its justice is not inequitable. 
When an architect accepts the charge of a 
public work, he has to promise what the 
cost of it will be. His estimate is handed 
to the magistrate and his property is 
pledged as security until the work is done. 
When it is finished, if the outlay agrees 
with his statement, he is complimented by 
decrees and marks of honor. If no more 
than a fourth has to be added to his 
estimate, it is furnished by the treasury 
and no penalty is inflicted. But when 
more than one fourth has to be spent in 
addition on the work, the money required 
to finish it is taken from his property.”’ 
— Vitruvius in The Ten Books of Ardi 
(63 B.C.-14 A.D.), cited in the Redwood 
Empire (Calif.)/AIA newsletter. 


“Much of the beauty of architecture is 
hidden. To find it, we must look behind 
the finishes, and occasionally kiss a 
toad.’’ — John F. Hartray FAIA in 
Architectural Technology (Jan.-Feb. 1986) 


“Domestic architecture seeks to give a 
present in a limited space. Every house is 
a fulfillment of human self-created space, 
of human longing for the present. But 
every house is also a danger: the danger 
that sacrifices will be offered to the 
divinities of limited space that do not 
belong to them. We must therefore work 
hard to create spaces that equalize the ten- 
sion between the desire to limit, to define 
or protect oneself from an all-absorbing 
infinity, and the desire to go out of the 
supporting, limiting nest into infinity.’’ — 
Paul Tillich in the IFRAA Journal (Fall 
85) 


“Everything will always take more time 
than you think or are told . . . Everything 
will always cost more than you think or 
are told. . . In any project, unplanned 
changes will happen . . . The place to 
catch changes is on the plans. It is the 
rare client who can understand an archi- 
tect’s plan . . . But if it is the architect’s 
job to interpret what the client wants, it is 
the client’s job to be able to understand 
what the architect is proposing . . . In any 
project, mistakes will happen but it is 
almost impossible to pinpoint the blame 
...?’? —Dona Guimaraes in The New 
York Times Magazine (9/22/85) 


«if the last few years have shown us 
anything, it is that modernism has not so 
much died as been transformed . . . 
modernist ideology does not have the 
meaning it once did . . . but a resurgent 
modernism appears to be edging back 
toward the center of the architectural 
stage.’? — architecture critic Paul Gold- 
berger in The New York Times (11/24/85) 


“*. . . Post-Modernism may be in danger 
of becoming a new, intolerant academy, 
rejecting all other approaches to the pro- 
duction of images. Yet we must grant 
Post-Modernism its own heroic status: it 
has forced us to pluck ourselves out of a 
dreamworld of acquiescence and into a 
recognition of what images do to us.’? — 
photography scholar Estelle Jussim in 
“The Self-Reflexive Camera’’ in Boston 
Review (4/86) 


“It is time to learn both from the suc- 
cesses and failures of the 1950s generation 
— to gather up the nerve and carefully 
and selectively re-address ourselves to ap- 
propriate invention as a means to archi- 
tectural progress.’’ (Texas archi- 
tect/teacher Lawrence W. Speck)... 
“There is no doubt: The ’50s have a 
future!’’ (Texas architect Dave Braden) — 
Texas Architect, July-August ’85. 


“People don’t care how much you know 
until they know how much you care.’? — 
former Harvard Business School Prof. 
David Maister speaking at the BSA’s 1985 
Convention (11/85) 


Have you met the A.R.E.? 


Have you ever noticed that the Archi- 
tectural Registration Exam was abso- 
lutely the most difficult in the year that 
it was given to whomever you talk to 
who took it ‘‘years ago’’? One wonders 
how many of people actually know 
what is involved in the exam to be given 
in 1986. The following is a brief 
description of the current exam. 


The exam is given in nine sections over 
four days. 


June 16: Pass Rate (’85) 
Structural Technology — 
General 
Structural Technology — 
Lateral Forces 
Structural Technology — 
Long Span 
Mechanical, Plumbing, Electrical, 
and Life Safety Systems 


46% 
73% 
64% 


73% 


June 17: 
Materials and Methods 
Construction Documents and 
Services 


67% 


70% 


June 18: 
Predesign 
Site Design 


52% 
39% 


‘‘Architects, as a group, are inhibited 
emotionally. They tend to shut off their 
feelings. They’re fearful to express crea- 
tive ideas because they think they’ll be 
laughed at. I’d like architects to unwind, 
to relax, to keep an open mind. I’ve 
always told my students not to allow the 
intellect to be overwhelmed by logic. I tell 
them to breathe the air, to look at the 
light, to mingle with people and to under- 
stand what makes those people tick. These 
are the true building blocks of architec- 
tural creativity.’ — Ben Thompson FAIA 
in an interview in The Boston Globe 
(12/18/85) 


“(We suffer from] our natural tendency 
to think about architecture in terms of 
buildings . . . But the way to categorize 
the world of architecture is NOT into 
individual buildings. Buildings are not 
autonomous. They can’t be moved around 
like paintings on the wall or books in the 
library . . . Many buildings together form 
a configuration, a cityscape. And that 
configuration is what we want to think 
about . . . It’s amazing how easily we lose 
sight of these simple perceptions . . . 
[which is why,] during the 20th century, 
we’ve created some great individual build- 
ings but no great new streets anywhere in 
the world.’ — critic Robert Campbell 
AIA in The Boston Globe (12/31/85) 


“*Practice resurrection!’? — from 
“Manifesto: The Mad Farmer Liberation 
Front,’’ a poem by Wendell Berry in 
Cybernetic (V.1, N.1/1985) 


June 19: 

Building Design 38% 
A passing grade is 75 (based on a 
scoring curve). 


Any section, once passed, need not 
be retaken. 


With some exceptions, no reference 
materials may be used. 


Applicants must be ‘‘prequalified’’ by 
the Massachusetts Board of Registra- 
tion and must have three years of 
work experience including a minimum 
of one year after graduation. 


In 1985, 15,470 people sat for one or 
more parts of the exam. 


There are 450 jurors who grade the 
building-design section. 


For more information about qualifica- 
tion requirements, times and locations, 
call the Board of Registration at 
617-727-3072 . . . and sign up now for 
the A.R.E. Refresher Courses 
(617-536-3170). 

— Marc Margulies AIA 
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Opportunities 


Competitions/A wards — NEA Design Ex- 
ploration/Research Grants (up to $40K); 
deadline 4/10; 202-682-5437 . . . Design 
competition for LA’s Pershing Square; 
5/1 deadline; Prof. Advisor, Pershing 
Square Design Comp., Ste. 200, 523 W. 
Sixth St., Los Angeles, Ca 90014 for info 
. . . AISC Steel Bridge Competition; 7/22 
deadline; 312-670-2400 . . . City of 
Charleston, SC aquarium & visitor center 
comp.; 4/18 deadline; Jonathan Barnett, 
803-577-6970 x325 . . . IFRAA Design 
Awards Program; 4/18 deadline; Ms. 
Marni Welch, Judah L. Magnes Museum, 
2911 Russell St., Berkeley, CA 94705... 
Builder’s Choice Design & Planning 
Awards; 6/20 deadline; 202-737-0717 . . . 
DC/AIA Design Awards Program (for 
any architect with project in D.C.); 5/14 
deadline; 202-628-9700 . . . Halo Lighting 
Awards; 6/6 deadline; 312-222-1060. 


Workshops/Conferences — CAD/D 
Workshop (AIA) at Logan Ramada, 4/10; 
202-626-7535 . . . ‘Microcomputers for 
Planners,”’ 4/4, 4/11, 4/18 & 4/25; Cam- 
bridge; LILP, 617-661-1152 . . . 36th Int’l 
Design Conf., Aspen, 6/15-20, 
303-925-2257 . . . Effective Time Manage- 
ment for Architects (AIA), 4/23, Boston, 
202-626-7357 . .. GSD Summer Prof. 
Dev. program; 617-495-4004 for catalog 

. .. AEMJ Seminars in Boston on ‘‘Sell- 
ing at Presentations’’ & ‘‘Effective 
Market Planning & Budgeting,’’ 4/14-15, 
617-965-0055 . . . PSMJ Seminar on bill- 
ing for computer use, Boston, 4/30, 
617-965-0055 . . . Northeastern’s Building 
Tech Prog. (prof. dev courses), Boston, 
617-329-8000 . . . “‘Construction Adminis- 
tration Under AIA Documents,’?’ AAA 
workshop, 4/8, Newton, 617-367-6800 

. .. “Developing Sales Skills’? (AIA), 
4/11, 202-626-7357 . . . N.E. Business 
Conf./Tradeshow, Boston, 4/15-17, 
617-890-9070/877-2288 (SBANE) . . . 
‘‘Managing Fire Safety in the ’80s,”* 
SPFE, Waltham, 4/7, 617-770-3000. . . 
“‘Basic Prestress Design Course’’ 
(Prestressed Concrete Inst.), Boston — 
4/1, 4/8, 4/15; West Hartford — 5/20, 
5/27, 6/3; 617-456-8299 . . . “*Old House 
Restoration’? (Historic N’hoods Fdn.), 
Boston, 4/15, 617-426-1885. 


Exhibits/Lectures/Tours — ‘‘Boston By 
Slide,”’ a slide-lecture on Boston’s archi- 
tectural history; available to rent with 
speaker ($50.00); Boston By Foot, 
617-367-2345 . . . ‘A Continental Eye: 
The Art and Architecture of Arthur Rotch 
(1850-1894),’’ selected watercolors and 
architectural drawings by Rotch; M.I.T. 
Museum, 265 Mass. Ave., Cambridge, 
thru 4/5... On the Air: ‘‘Pride of Place: 
Building the American Dream — The 
Search for a Usable Past,’’ with Robert 
Stern, Ch. 2, 8 p.m., eight segments 
through 5/12 (Stern’s book on this series 
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is available in The Bookshop) . . . ‘Alvar 
Aalto: Furniture and Glass,’” a MOMA- 
organized exhibit at M.I.T. through 4/13 
also at M.I.T. (through 4/6) is an exhibit 
of the work of Portuguese architect Alvar 
Siza .. . ‘‘Alexander Calder: Artist as 
Engineer,’’ List Center, MIT, thru 4/13 

. .. Willard Traub ‘‘Low Tech”’ architec- 
tural photography, Spectrum Gallery, 
Boston, thru 4/30. . . ‘Transforming the 
American Garden: 12 New Landscape 


Designs’’ (photo above courtesy of GSD; 
garden design by Julie Moir Messervy and 
Peter Friedrich Droege), GSD, thru 4/18 
(617-495-9340); State St. Bank, Boston, 
4/20-6/20 (617-786-3381) . . . “Ignazio 
Gardella: 50 Years of Architecture,”’ 
GSD, 4/22-5/9 .. . ‘‘The Olmstead 
Brothers and D. W. Field Park,’’ 
Brockton Art Museum, 4/12-6/15, 
617-588-6000 . . . Oasis Studio’s Annual 
Members’ Exhibit, Boston, 4/10-4/20, 
617-423-0070 (Mark Nielsen) . . . Boston 
By Foot lectures/field trips, ‘‘The Col- 
onial City,’’ 4/12; ‘‘The Federal City,”’ 
4/19; ‘The Victorian City,’’ 4/26; ‘‘The 
Contemporary City,’’ 5/3; ‘‘The Elements 
of Architecture,’’ 5/7; demo tours, 5/17; 
617-367-2345 . . . GSD lectures: Walter L. 
Creese (4/9), Ignazio Gardella (4/24), 
Manfredo Tafuri (4/30); 617-495-4004... 
SPNEA lectures at The Vale, Waltham; 
4/2, 4/9, 4/16, 4/23; 617-227-3956 . . . 
Oasis Studio sketch outing, Boston Naval 
Shipyard, 4/26, 617-423-0070 (Mark 
Nielsen) . . . Tour of England & Scotland, 
8/30-9/14, Kansas State Coll. of Arch., 
913-532-5951 (Mark Lapping)... AIA 
architectural study tour to the Orient 
(8/86) & Paris (9/86); Kim Hollenkamp, 
202-626-7584 . . . Tour of China led by 
Michael S. Myles AIA, 8/4-26/86; Folk- 
ways Institute, 14903 S.E. Linden Lane, 
Oak Grove, OR 97267-2732; 800-547-7400 
x12... . National Trust tour (‘‘Spring 
Gardens & Chateaux’’) to France, Por- 
tugal, Spain, England, 5/24-6/8/86; 
800-245-9005 . . . Architectural history 
tour of French cathedrals, museums, 
monuments, chateaux; 5/86; Dr. Jean- 
Pierre Verlay AIA, POB 5368, Carefree, 
AZ 85377... AIA Tour of China, 
10/86; Murray McNeil, 415-832-5242, or 
Harold Martin, 415-930-6453 for info... 
“Mounds & Monuments of Anatolia,” 
Tour of Turkey, Archaeological Inst. of 
Amer. 5/24-6/11; 202-785-3412 for info 

. .. Tour of USSR, begin 4/10; write 
Kennie Lupton, IDS, 4206 38th St., NW, 
DC 20016... East Bay/AIA tour of 
China, 10/3-10/27, 415-893-6834. 


Caryatids & Atlantes 


Statler Gilfillen AIA, Tom Amsler AIA, 
Peter Stuart AIA, Charles Hagenah AIA 
and Jeff Berg AIA were the speakers at 
the recent 350,000-attendee Boston Home 
Show in a series of BSA seminars on 
home design arranged by John Hennessy 
and Roger Goldstein AIA for the BSA 
Outreach Committee . . . Peter Cher- 
mayeff FAIA was featured on Charles 
Kuralt’s ‘*CBS Sunday Morning”’ on 2/16 
. .. Mark Kalin AIA has received CSI’s 
highest regional award for major advances 
in improving construction communication 
in the region . . . Don Hisaka & Asso- 
ciates’ office building in D.C.’s West End 
was highlighted in P/A (2/86). . . Bill 
Rawn AIA, Charles Heuer AIA, Harvey 
Bryan AIA, Moshe Safdie AIA and Jean 
Paul Carlhian FAIA are among the speak- 
ers/workshop leaders at the AIA Conven- 
tion in San Antonio in June . . . The 
Boston Globe recently has provided in- 
teresting coverage of the Massachusetts 
Square office-retail project by Chia-Ming 
Sze AIA in the South End (2/15); Larkin 
Glassman & Prager’s Hanscom AFB hous- 
ing complex (2/16); Monacelli Associates’ 
mixed-use project in Alewife (2/16); 
Graham Gund Associates’ 99 State St. 
project (2/16); Steffian Bradley Asso- 
ciates’ 100 N. Washington St. venture 
(2/23); major projects in Franklin by 
Project Planners Inc. and Huygens & 
DiMella (3/2); the planning/design-review 
work on the Fan Piers by the BSA Urban 
Design Committee and, specifically, Oscar 
Padjen AIA, Willo von Moltke FAIA, 
Mary Otis Stevens AIA, Felicia Clark 
AICP and Kallmann McKinnell and 
Wood (3/2); Mintz & Associates’ 
Gloucester Landing project (3/8); and 
Boston Architectural Team’s Lincoln 
Wharf project (3/9) . . . The Globe 
Magazine for 3/9 featured the Cambridge 
home of Robert Swain AIA, Earl R. 
Flansburgh + Associates’ renovation/ 
re-design of the new Boston Design 
Center and a Cape Cod home by Claude 
Miguelle AIA . . . A large rendering of 
TAC’s new Boylston Street project oppo- 
site the Pru got wide play in the 3/5 
Globe . . . Fred Koetter AIA speaks on 
“Context and Convention’’ in a Roger 
Williams College lecture in April . . . 
Denis Doyle AIA is the front-page ex- 
emplar in Boston By Foot’s Spring news- 
letter (call 617-367-2345 if you wish to 
follow in Denis’ Boston-By-Footsteps) 

. . . Bernie Spring FAIA was the only 
architect and Mass. resident on the State’s 
%-for-Art jury in March . . . Todd Lee 
AIA could be heard on WJIB in March 
discussing urban design . . . Warren 
Freedenfeld & Associates has promoted 
Michael Harrison to Associate . . . The 
March issue of P/A includes Kallmann 
McKinnell & Wood’s work on the Con- 
vention Center in Boston, TAC’s 
Heritage-on-the-Green project and com- 


ments by Larry Bluestone AIA on “‘ad 
hoc planning at the BRA’’ — all ina 
piece on the Pru by Jane Holtz Kay .. . 
Larry Bluestone AIA more comprehen- 
sively analyzes the problems at the BRA 
in his 2/17 column in the Boston Business 
Journal . . . BSA Legislative Committee 
co-chairmen David Smith Esq. and Stan 
Martin Esq. are on the move: Smith has 
started his own development firm and 
Martin is off to London for three month’s 
for his firm (Gadsby & Hannah); David 
Hatem Esq. will join Smith as co- 
chairman of the Legislative Committee 

. .. Jim Alexander AIA has been elected 
to the board of the Boston Preservation 
Alliance . . . Walter Rosenfeld AIA con- 
tributes a new view of specs in the 3/86 
P/A ... Doyle Harper AIA (below left) 
and David Lewis AIA (right) have been 


named Associates of Steffian Bradley 
Associates . . . The American Association 
of School Administrators and the AIA 
have honored Jung/Brannen with the 
Walter Taylor Award for design excellence 
for the Mayer Center at Tufts... A 
Connecticut vacation home by James 
Volney Righter with Jacob Albert and 
Graham Gund Associates’ ‘‘roofhouse’’ 
were featured in the New England Month- 
ly (3/86) . . . Max Ferro AIA is at the 


Membership news 


Advanced to Emeritus Status 

James F. Clapp Jr. FAIA, 
Member Emeritus 

Joseph L. Lapierre AIA, 


Diana Gail Tracey AIA 
(Benjamin Thompson & 
Associates) 


Transferring from Boston 
Cynthia Orrell Howard AIA 


center of New England Monthly’s analysis 
of preservation issues (3/86) . . . Notter 
Finegold & Alexander’s Ellis Island con- 
vention center is highlighted in Boston 
Business (Spring °86) . . . Jon Warren 
Look AIA laments the lack of attention 
by all to the significance of sightlines and 
views in urban design (Boston Business 
Journal, 2/17/86) . . . ACEC has 
presented its top design award to 
Goldberg-Zoino & Associates for its in- 
novative foundation design for Com- 
monwealth Pier, now the World Trade 
Center, a Jung/Brannen project . . . 
Recent DCPO contracts have been award- 
ed to John Catlin & Associates, Joseph P. 
Mattei & Associates, Alderman & 
MacNeish, The Preservation Partnership 
and Steffian Bradley Associates . . . ‘‘The 
quest for architectural harmony in 
Boston” is the focus of a 2/18/86 Tab 
feature that draws on the expertise and 
commentary of Robert Sturgis FAIA... 
Architectural Record for 2/86 includes 
John Sharratt Associates’ fire/police com- 
plex in Bellows Falls, Leers Weinzapfel 
Associates’ motor vehicle registry in 
Worcester and the Robert Stern/Drum- 
mey Rosane & Anderson collaboration at 
Point West Place . . . Robert Campbell 
AIA notes work by Perry Dean Rogers 
(the Wellesley science building) and Stub- 
bins Associates (Pusey Library at Har- 
vard) in a review of college architecture in 
the 3/2/86 Globe . . . In his 2/18/86 col- 
umn in the Globe, Campbell focused on 
the Athenaeum exhibit of the work of 
Henry Cobb FAIA, Peter Forbes FAIA, 
Graham Gund FAIA and Mary Otis 
Stevens AIA . . . And now a word from 
... you? 


Angela R. Indrisano 
Susan E. Karle 
Janice R. Lane 
Helene Levenson 
Helen Alberta Lynch 
Gwen V. McKenzie 


New work 


(This is a new ChapterLetter feature that 
will report on new work being undertaken 
by BSA/MSAA architects. Send info to 
the ChapterLetter by the 12th of each 
month.) 


Symmes Maini & McKee has designed two 
new Data General facilities in Durham, 
NH (300,000 sf) and Hooksett, NH 
(200,000 sf) . . . Sasaki is building a new 
100,000-sf athletic facility at Bowdoin... 
what new, interesting work are you 
doing? 


The Service Center 


This regular niche in the ChapterLet- 
ter is used by the New Members/ 
Associates Task Force to remind 
members of lesser-known BSA 
services. 


The Sole Practitioners Luncheon 
Group is this month’s featured ser- 
vice. This new BSA forum — yes, 
Virginia, there is a free lunch — pro- 
vides sole practitioners with an infor- 
mal opportunity to address everything 
from liability insurance to marketing 
to professional loneliness. Nothing is 
off limits in this attempt to discover 
if survival is a realistic goal for the 
sole practitioner. The group meets 
monthly or thereabouts; call Fitz- 
gerald at 617-267-5175 for details. 


Next Month: Members’ Service #21. 


Virginia Hodgdon 
Christopher R. M. Insley 
Larry P. Jacobs 

Kenneth R. Jodrie 
Thomas E, Plancon 

L. Ivan Poblete 


Member Emeritus 

(Central Mass. Chapter) 
Sherman Morss FAIA, 

Member Emeritus 


New AIA Members 

Judy A. Bennett AIA 
(The Stubbins Associates) 

Richard Edward Ness AIA 
(ADD, Inc.) 

George O‘Neill AIA 
(Gorman Richardson Associates 
Inc.) 

Carol Rose Schwartz AIA 
(Bergmeyer Associates) 


Reinstated AIA Members 
Robert Mannix AIA 
(Paladin CADD Services Inc.) 


Transferring to Boston 

Dennis W. Kloko AIA 
(CBT/Architects) 

Richard Senechal AIA 
(Howard Johnson Co.) 


(to Maine) 


New Affiliate Members 

Michael M. Bernard 

Nicholas Browse 

M. Gay Carver 

Martin Cohn 

Linda Cook 

Marsha G. Cormier 

Michael Correra 

Scott F. Crofton 

Marla Cumming 

Ping Dai 

Frederic C. Detwiller 

Brett M. Doney 

Jennifer Fisher 

Richard T. Foote 

Jane C. Grabowski 

Edward W. Grandin 

Kerry Grattan 

George Grillo 

Lynn Hayes 

M. Madeleine Herold 

Richard A. Hess 

Tiffany Higgins 

E. Howard & Co. Inc. 
Alan J. Ritsko 


Elena J. Mohr 
Jonathan B. Monroe 
James S. A. Perry 
Anne M. Remby 
Allan R. Robinson 
Susan Saarinen 
Harriet Seidler 
Susan P. Sloan 

John E. Sullivan 
Holly Towles 
Kristin A. Triff 
Sally E. Tukey 
Priscilla Wescott 
Susan V. Wilcox 
Charles B. Wood III 
Polly.T. Zevin 


New Student Affiliate Members 
Boston Architectural Center 
Ellen S. Albrecht 

Garrett L. Avery 

David J. Bellemare 

Timothy C. Bruner 

Kenneth A. Diranian 

Ron E. Dubuc 

Herbert Hale 

Christopher Harrison 


Robert G. Rice 
Luis Riobueno 
David K. Shonk 
Mary E. Silveria 
Peter L. Stevens 
Michael Welch 


Harvard Graduate School 
of Design 

James D. Anderson II 

Wey-Shyan Hwa 

Kathleen E. Leman 

Lawrence J. Vale 


Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology 

Cynthia Nunez-Ollero 

Sergio A. Palleroni 

Shirley A. Ransom 

Catharine A. Verhulst 

John V. Villani 


Wentworth Institue of Technology 
Hani Chochara 

Peter Giliberto 

Antonio S. Gomes 

Ralph E. Watson 
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The Boston Society of Architects 
305 Newbury Street 

Boston, Massachusetts 02115 
617-267-5175 


First Class Mail 


C 


L 


A 


April 

1 BSA ‘‘Women in Architecture Exhibit’’ 
(through 4/25), BAC, 320 Newbury St., 
Boston 

1 Architects for Social Responsibility Task 
Force, 12:30 p.m., BSA 

2 New Members/Associates Task Force, 
5:45 p.m., BSA 

3 > Membership Committee, noon, BSA 

3 Louise Bethune FAIA becomes first 
woman to join the AIA in 1888 

4 Executive Committee, 8 a.m., BSA 

8 Urban Design Committee, 8 a.m., 
15 State St. (4th fl.), Boston 

8 = Program Committee, noon, BSA 

Q = “Responsible Moonlighting,’’ BSA 
workshop (see p. 1) 

10 Historic Resources Committee, 8 a.m., 
15 State St. (4th fl.), Boston 

10 Computers in Architecture Committee, 
noon, BSA 

10 Board Meeting, noon, 374 Common- 
wealth Ave., Boston 

11. Housing Committee, 8 a.m., 301 Vassar 
St., Cambridge (Bruner/Cott) 

12 ‘Career Advisory Seminar for Students,”* 
BSA workshop (see p. 2) 

15 _ BFA Steering Committee, noon, BSA 

15 “‘Inside the Firms: Perry Dean Rogers & 
Partners’’ (see p. 1) 

16 Health Care Facilities Committee, 5 p.m., 
BSA 

17 BSA/AGC/SFPE/ISD Building Safety 
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Seminar (see p. 2) 


E N 


18 Sole Practitioners’ Luncheon Group, 
noon, BSA (open to all sole practi- 
tioners; call 617-267-5175 by 9:30 a.m. to 
reserve lunch — free for members, $7.00 
for non-members) 


21 Everyone to Heartbreak Hill; BSA & 
Bookshop closed. 

22 = BSA Annual Awards Banquet (see p. 1) 

24 Outreach Committee, 12:30 p.m., BSA 

29 MSAA Executive Committee, 4 p.m., 
BSA 

30 Central Mass. Chapter/AIA Dinner 
Meeting, 5:30 p.m. (call Dorothy Fassett, 
617-752-2831 for details) 

30 Affiliate Lecture: “‘H. H. Richardson as 
a French Architect’’ (at Grand Opening 
of Boston Design Center; see p. 1) 

30 BSA ‘Women in Architecture’? Exhibit 
Reception (6-8 p.m., at Grand Opening 
of Boston Design Center; see p. 3) 

May 


1 Membership Committee, noon, BSA 


2 Executive Committee, 8 a.m., BSA 


N.B. Almost all BSA committee meetings 
are open to all members and other inter- 
ested professionals and non-professionals. 
For meeting and agenda information, call 
Fitzgerald, 617-267-5175. 


Save these dates .. . 


Jun, 8-11 = AIA Convention in San Antonio 

Sep. 5-7 NERC/AIA Revelry on Martha’s 
Vineyard 

Nov. 19-20 BSA Convention: ‘‘Build Boston 
86" 


D 


Cheers 


A R 


When the balustrade of this bridge at the 
Fenway on Boston’s Commonwealth 
Avenue disintegrated, the Metropolitan 
District Commission replaced it with an 
exact copy of the original. 


MEE Sherer 


‘ 
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Tears 


This prominent stone balustrade at the 
other end of Commonwealth Avenue has 
been glaringly and inappropriately 
repaired with crude concrete. 


“Cheers & Tears”’ is a regular feature of the 
ChapterLetter. Readers are encouraged to sub- 
mit suggestions for this feature (with captioned 
photographs) to Robert Neiley AIA, 286 Con- 
gress Street, Boston, MA 02210 (617-426-9720). 
Neiley and his colleagues on the BSA’s Historic 
Resources Committee consider all submissions. 


